
Minutes 
Utah County Republican Party Central Committee Meeting 

February 11, 2017 

 
Welcome and Call to Order: Chairman Craig Frank 
Prayer: Brent Barlowe 
Pledge: Mark Barlowe 
Adoption of Agenda: w/o objection 
Approval of Minutes: w/o objection 
 
Committee Reports 

Constitution and Bylaw Committee Chairman Nels Beckstrand 
Working on bylaw proposals to be ready for any outcome on the lawsuit. Several change proposals for 
bylaws, platform, and constitution are in the works. We are prioritizing and doing advance vetting and  
legwork, so that we can address the most urgent issues first, and use Central Committee time most 
efficiently. 
Audit Committee Chairman David Loper 
(Excused) 
Report by proxy. The party is financially in good standing. Cash on hand. The first audit was done. The 
second audit will be done. Looking for someone who will give right price and do it in a timely manner. 
 
Recognition of Elected Officials 

Chairman Frank 
 
Officer Reports 

 

Education Officer Lowell Nelson 
Platform Minute: Founders believed that citizens and officials should all do their part in this system. 
(For more extensive notes on this report, please contact Education Officer Lowell Nelson) 

This meeting features our legislators. We are in the middle of a legislative session. Role of citizens and 
members of CCC. Legislators ought to be accountable to the platform. We all need to read and 
understand party platform and the bills that are in the legislature, and compare them. 
Find and follow the progress of bills at: le.utah.gov >Bill Tracking 
An example of a bill we should be following: SB114, which is a follow-up to SB54, is scheduled to be 
heard at 8 am Monday in House Gov Ops.  
As there appears to be some sense of urgency in passing this bill, the Executive Committee sent a letter 
urging legislators to follow standard procedure with this bill, so that you could have an opportunity to 
weigh in.  
SB114 Explication 
One aspect of the bill I like is that it permits IRV by military. 
However, it does not solve the plurality problem, because it leaves the threshold at 35%.  
The worst aspect of this bill, in my mind, is moving filing date from March to January. The January 
filing date denies citizens opportunity to scrutinize a legislator's record prior to deciding whether to 
challenge the legislator. Legislators who have no challengers are less likely to listen to constituents 
when they are considering legislation. 
There are many other bills that need to be watched. Use the tools available to you! Be involved! Be 
good! Be heard! 
 
Technology Officer Joey Smith 



Got a report iPhone 7 doesn't work with website.  
Precinct Chairs and Vice-chairs should have received email lists. 
ucrptech@gmail.com 
 
Volunteers Officer Lisa Shepherd 
Recognition of volunteers for CCC and volunteers from LDD 
People are contacting me to see how they can come help the Republican Party 
County Party Leadership and State Central Committee members: Elected at Organizing Convention 
Inauguration was Bigly UUUGE!! 
Lincoln Day Luau was one of a kind! Great volunteers. Great attendance. A lot of people who do not 
normally participate. 
For the County Convention we need committees and volunteers. Please volunteer. 
 
Finance Officer Kepi Heimuli 
Recognition of Kepi as Lincoln Day Luau Chair, by Chairman Frank. 
Provided food on a competitive bid. Food was outstanding. Entertainment was fabulous. The event 
turned out exactly as we hoped it would. We had it in a location where events are not often held. 
 
Treasurer Rob Craig 
Most of our money is by donation. 
Less than 20% came from outside the grassroots this year. Almost $97,000 from grassroots. 
I have broken down donations from Lincoln Day Luau, by who donated. 
Final 2016 report: Sheet will be online or on paper, if you'd like. 
When we budget it is based on dreams and vision. It's good to reach. 
We carried over a little over 35,000  
Current balance $29,000. We still have some coming in from Lincoln Day Luau, which was planned as 
break even event. It was focused on outreach. 
We also held a county wide traveling tour for legislators to meet their constituents. Lots of people came 
who never have before. 
Contact me with questions. I'll be happy to get you breakdowns. 
Was anyone at the Jason's event? 
It made me appreciate meetings like this, where people wait to ask a question and use decorum. 
It didn't represent the broad base of our party. It was an organized event. People had agree/disagree 
signs. We need to be thinking about the future of the party. 
 
Secretary Kristen Chevrier 
What happened at the Chaffetz event is happening to Republicans across the nation. It is an organized 
attack, mostly on conservative Republicans. 
Waiting for clearance on Skyridge High School for April 29. We will hear by Monday. 
Credential count 172, as of 9:30. 
Motion to accept delegate and officer changes: Arturo Morales/Lisa Shepherd. Passed unanimously. 
 
Darin Bartholomew SF15 State Delegate 
Heidi Bastian AF09 Chair 
Jackie Fisher AF09 Vice-Chair 
Dewon Holt OR08 Vice-Chair 
Peggy Burdett SCC Member 
Pat Holman SCC Member 
Josh Daniels Constitution and Bylaws Committee member 
Wayne Woodfield LE10 Precinct Chair 
Steve Brockbank LE10 VC 



Tom Sakievich SF15 Chair 
Nick Pittson PG14 Chair** 
Mark Harvey VC OR43 

 
Vice-Chair Kevin Braddy 
 
Chairman Craig Frank 
(For accompanying slide show, contact Chairman Frank. ;)) 

 

Thank you all for your service. We are all volunteers and your dedication is greatly appreciated. 
 
The website for the Utah Legislature: le.utah.gov is an incredible resource. You can see and hear 
everything the legislators are doing in their meetings—real time. Go there! Use it! This website has 
won awards! 
 
As a former legislator, I can tell you that the legislators want your contact. It is our responsibility to be 
engaged. If you have questions, call me: 801-362-3171 
 
The legislature passes 350 new laws each year. That is 3,500 over a period of 10 years. 11,000 bills are 
filed each year. Everything happens big up there! 
 
There is no Party without the Platform. Thousands of people over decades of time have crafted the 
Platform, in this body. We ask the legislators to follow the Platform. 
 
Question from CC member: What is the law? Is the law only what is in the Constitution? 
Response from Chairman Frank: That is a great debate topic! 
 
We had a wonderful Lincoln Day Luau [photos on screen]. Keynote speaker Alberto Gonzales was 
fantastic. [Applause.] 
Table donors came to us and asked for tables. 
 
Elected officials did white man's haka. It was not our intent to make money, but to invite the grassroots, 
provide great food, and a welcoming atmosphere. People came to us and asked if they could help 
sponsor the event. The point was to have a great time. We're not as stuffy as we may appear sometimes. 
 
You saw pictures of our January UCRP Traveling Tour: Meet Your Legislators events. This was a goal I 
had when I ran. We went from Salem Jr. High to Lakeview Elementary to North Point Elementary. 
About 500 people came. Anna Standage provided fun, educational activities for kids. We had a balloon 
guy. Great events. Thanks to all who helped put those events together. 
 
Every seat elected out of this county is filled by Republicans.  
 
Business 

Updates from Legislators 
Senator Anderegg 
I started as delegate in 2000, VC, PVC, SD, CD—grassroots. I've done a lot of what you guys do; I 
thought I could contribute; it feels like I have become the enemy. 
SB114 had 2 votes in Senate: 2cnd and 3rd reading. Then it went to the house. Bill was never going to 
be heard on Friday. 



I ran a bill to kill SB 54 and got no traction. No will in the legislature. We have a problem with 
plurality. SB114 was negotiated between James Evans and Sen Bramble. Call me and I will return your 
text messages. This is not a nefarious issue. If you disagree with it. I voted against SB54. Good faith 
effort to try to deal with plurality.  
I went there to uphold the platform. Sometimes it doesn't feel like those efforts are recognized for what 
they are. Hold us accountable, but answer your phone. Education report wasn't entirely accurate. Other 
sides to the story. I am up there defending your rights. At least I thought I was. I'd love to talk to you 
about my bills. I know I have one you hate. Come and talk. 
Disheartening to feel like the legislators and party are at odds. If you lose us, you're not going to have 
many people up there fighting for liberty. 
 
Representative Brian Greene 
Thank you for being here. What bills do I have you might be interested in. I have one I'd like to talk 
about. In light of rancor we see in our society, I'd like to  
Important for our elected officials to express to you that we are one of you. I've been a delegate and a 
participant. I don't sense the rancor in this room. I hope you elect us because we reflect your values. We 
become targets. It makes it difficult for us to want to fight. A lot of it comes from media. Not accusing 
anyone in this room. We need to be examples of unity and solidarity. We're not going to agree on every 
issue. We need to agree on basic issues of civility and respecting one another.  
I've been working on this issue for three years. Civil asset forfeiture reform. Deception and untruths 
about what we are trying to accomplish. I am trying to provide due process and private property 
protections afforded us by the Constitution. Right to counsel not there; due process is limited. We have 
a high rate of default because people have no incentive to fight, even when property is wrongfully 
taken. Allow a successful party to recover all costs of litigation. If there is no evidence of criminal 
activity, let's not take the property. Important issue. HB19 
 
Representative Val Peterson 
I work with principled leaders who work hard to represent their constituents. Hallmark of legislature is 
civil discourse. Rules apply to everything we do. Important for all of us to make sure we maintain the 
rules. Sex Ed discussion was very divisive. Representative Stratton represented us very well. Two 
divided camps. Four and a half hours. Held the line to protect right to teach sex ed with parents, rather 
than schools.  
 
200 day period for military to receive tax exemption is actually embedded in our Constitution.  
Need an amendment to make it 365.  
 
Representative Cory Maloy 
As a rookie legislator, I've been called green, newbie...I like rookie 
How is it going? What are you learning? 
13 Democrats in the House. I've learned that those Democrats are good people. I've grown to love and 
appreciate a strong camaraderie. We mostly vote together and work to do great things for the state of 
Utah. 
Raise your hand if you're a Democrate. Raise your hand if you're a Republican. 
We have an ability to love and cherish and respect. We don't have to be angry and shout. We are now 
the majority party across the country. We have to get together as Republicans. We need to stay together. 
Division we are sensing is not good. One correction to the record: No discussion of SB114 to go 
through the House quickly. No suggestion. I kept wondering when it was going to come the House last 
week and it never did. We need to have debate, have discussions, talk to each other. We have a short 
window to do the right things. We have infrastructure, water, transportation, etc. We need to prepare 



today to be ready for tomorrow. Bill to enhance the stand your ground law. Make is clear you don't 
have to retreat. No one has a right to ask you why you didn't retreat if you didn't. We have thing to iron 
out. I'm grateful for our leadership in the party. We need to work together so our platform continues to 
move forward, because is it the right thing to do. 
 
Dean Sanpei 
It is freezing in here! I want to mention that I was not aware until this morning that there was 
discontent [among the County and State Central Committee members] with SB114. It has been 
presented that the URP Chair is supportive. State Central Committee does not support it. We need a two 
party system for diversity of thought? I don't think you've been to the Republican Party! [Laughter and 
applause.] 
 
I am the House Chairman of Executive Appropriations Committee. We pass a base budget so we don't 
have to shut down the government if there is not consensus at the end of the convention. 280 million 
dollars of new revenue this year. 15 billion dollar budget. There is a lot of lobbying pressure to spend 
every penny and to allot even more. Lobbyists are good at relationships. 
 
Thank you for supporting us and in Utah County specifically in holding the line on spending. Thank 
you. 
 
Representative Stratton  
Chairman Frank: My representative. He communicates very well. 

I am grateful to be here. I am grateful for windows we have before us. We have been blessed with this 
landscape, but still have many challenges. We are on the same team. We have opportunities for dialog. 
Concerned when tensions turn to less than healthy communication.  
Be gracious, respectful, listen, consider. Do what we feel is the right thing to do. 
SB54, in context, as that piece of legislation went before the house. I voted for it for the same reason 
Jake voted against it. Only way to save the caucus system. I would submit that without SB54 we 
wouldn't have the processes in place that we have. I think the money behind it was not stoppable. It was 
a judgment call. I was scratching my head on the emails to not rush SB114 through the house. Lines of 
communication are very important to have open. We appreciate the input, but all too often we feel like 
we are enemies. It is a remarkable thing to consider that every elected official—we've all been elected 
to be here—may the warmth of our companionship warm this building. 
 
4 years ago I was amazed at the tension. Let me just say I appreciate the dialog. Facts, not fear and 
emotion. 
 
If you can agree with someone you like 80% of the time, marry him. We agree 90-95 % of the time. 
Let's not forget that. 
 
I appreciate our County Platform. It's on my desk.  
Two issues this week, use energy to move forward in a positive way. 
 
Jefferson Moss 
Good to be with you. Thank you for being here. 
A couple of things I am working on. Process has given me a much greater respect for those who are 
working on our behalf. How fast things move. Elder legislators are helpful in guiding us through this 
process. 
 



Transparency and efficiency in government. 
 
One came as I was on City Council in Saratoga Springs. We laid off employees and needed to raise 
revenue. We could raise fees by raising costs on utilities to cover other expenses. We went through 
property tax route and got beat up. My bill makes money go to services provided. I didn't know the 
impact on cities. Decided to put more transparency into the process. Provo and Orem have been very 
supportive. 
 
The other issue is teachers. A lot of micromanaging. How can we take some of the micromanaging 
away and let teachers teach. 
 
Camaraderie on the hill. Sometimes heated debates, but mutual respect. 
 
Chairman Frank: I'd like to thank all our legislators, those who came and also those who weren't able 
come. 
 
One item specific to the discussion this morning: I have been on both sides. I don't feel animosity. I feel 
natural tension that is appropriate in the legislative process. We passed a motion that allowed for us to 
create a letter. We produced it and sent it to the legislators. The media seems intent on creating wedges. 
The SCC was not kept in the loop on solutions to plurality and other issues affecting the 
caucus/convention system. There seems to be a shortness of fuse and non-dialog between county 
parties and state party. But sometimes we get 100% great information. At Executive Committee we had 
issue, debate, and a vote, by motion. The result was a motion to contact legislators, regardless of 
procedural anomaly or none. I saw some things, as a former parliamentarian, that looked like they 
might need some attention. We asked them to make sure everything was done right. I don't care about 
timing. There are processes, and the legislature is bound to adhere to them. They have people watching 
them--like me. If we don't make them aware, then we have breached our fiduciary responsibility to you. 
I have a responsibility to you. We won't stop until we're done. I love and respect our legislators and our 
legislature. I am not seeing incivility. I know it is perpetuated by the media. We need to communicate 
with you. Please read the letter that went out on SB114. 
 
Motion to Adjourn:  Lisa Shepherd. Passed unanimously 
 


